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”RISK IS NOT A FIXED ATTRIBUTE OF SOME OBJECT, BUT 
CONSTRUCTED BY INDIVIDUALS FROM PAST EXPERIENCE AND 
PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES”







”…every session for discussion
and argumentation
with faculty and audience

…the hallmark of critical issues!”
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PIVOTAL and CAESAR
UK-SAT and ADAM

• 3,314 patients with AAAs 4 – 5.5 cm

• Consideration of treatment should be given for early treatment of 
because of various high risk features???
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”HOW DO WE KNOW 
WHAT WE KNOW?” 

-Epistemologist, Tim Resch



How do we define failure?

Failure N (total = 48)

Infrarenal AAA rupture 2

Retrograde A dissection 1

Diameter > 55 mm 0

Need for TEVAR 45

J Vasc Surg 2020





Entry tear > 10mm

Diameter (continuous)

Diameter > 40mm

FL diameter > 20mm

Free floating adventitia

Growth > 5mm

Thrombosed FL



How do we know this?

• How many were “at risk” because they ruptured?

• Zero

• What was the ”risk”? 

• 97 of 254 patients failed, of which 81 were because they
underwent intervention 



• These characteristics should be treated because our study 
showed that we treated those patients with these 
characteristics.

• “It’s fake news because so much of the news is fake.”



Uncomfortable equipoise

• 82-year old male patient

• Admitted with chest and mid-scapular pain

• Atrial fibrillation

• Previous DVT

• COPD
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• 122,000 pages of documents 

• 160 interviews
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Culture predates their activities, providing common understandings that
provide rules for appropriate action. The (decision) was not amoral people
violating rules that were responsible for the tragedy. It was conformity”

--NO ONE WAS AT FAULT!
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--AN ITERATIVE PROCESS TO REACH CONSENSUS

--A NORMALIZATION OF DEVIANCE

”TAKE OFF YOUR ENGINEERING HAT AND PUT ON YOUR
MANAGEMENT HAT!”
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How are we defining risk? What is failure?

Many well-known risk features

-Risk of the pathology?

-Risk of the patient?

-Risk of the procedure?

Normalization of deviance, i.e., acceptance of poor evidence

ALL ADDRESSED BY AN RCT
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