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Issues to consider

• Patient selection

• Access

• Stabilising the guidewire and rapid pacing

• Stent deployment

• Securing the aortic valve and coronaries



Evolution of evidence



Patient selection

• Co-morbidities
• Frailty

• COPD/lung function – especially for Trans-apical access

• Associated coronary disease

• Known malignancy/other condition impacting life expectancy

• Technical aspects
• Coronary height

• LV apical tissues (for trans-apical access)





TAVI 2019 – potential access 

routes



Transapical access





Transcaval Access
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Case

• 86 female

• Admitted with facial pain radiating to back – CT showed acute type A 
dissection and patient transferred to cardiothoracic centre

• COPD, HTN, smoker

• Good QoL but limited mobility

• Very high-risk, family and pt aware of this but keen to have anything 
done
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Conclusions

• TAVI offers several lessons which may help 
endovascular treatment of appropriately selected 
Type A aortic dissections

• Collaboration between specialists is likely to help 
optimise outcomes for our patients


